
May 28,2003 

ST. MARTIN'S CHURCH 
1140 Abbott Road 

Buffalo, New York 14220 
(716) 823 - 7077 

JUN 102003 
5.Cret.y 
Federal Communication8 Commission 
Offlce of the Secretay 
446 12th St, S.W. 
Room TW 2046 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: Informal Comments, MB DkL No. 02 277; 
MM Dkt. No. 01 235 MM Dkt. No. 01 3 1 t  MM Dkt. No. 
00 244 

Dear MS. Secretary: 

The Diocese of Buffalo New York submits the following Informal 
commenh in the above referenced Notice of Proposed Rulemaklng,released 
September 23,2002. 

The Dlocecle has long been concerned about the emion of local n e w  and 
public affaln pmgrammlng caused by the FCCEs and Congress weakening of 
broadcast ownenhip l imb, and the FCC's elimlnatlon of broadcast rubs 
which formerly 
hed permllted the FCC and the community to monitor broadcasten to help 
ensure that broadcasters curved their community of license with programs 
whkh meet community needs and Interests. In particular. In thk diocese, 
locally produced and locally directed religious programming, although wanted 
by the community, has all but disappeared, replaced by syndkated talk chow 
and 
infomerclak. 

The Diocese uqea the FCC to refrain from making changes in the current 
rub which (a) prohlblt cross ownenhip of broadcast statlona and 
newspapers In the mme community, (b) limn the number of televblon and 
radlo Btrtlons a slngle entity may own In a single community, (c) set a 
national ownenhlp cap for televblon atation at an already overly generous 
35% of households, and Id) prohibit common ownerehip of major television 
network.. Cable televblon already Is dominated by the same companies that 
dominate televlslon and satelllto aystem and the programming on those 
aptem. and those aame companies are moving Into providing Internet access. 
Neither cable nor the Internet (whether offered through cable or telephone 
cornpanlea) offer meaningful alternatives to fhe already scarce aupply of 
truly local newa 
and local public afhm programs on over the air televblon and radlo. 

Respectfully submtttad, 

Deacon Lawrence Eachbach 


